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Overview

This panel aims to identify the actions required to enhance the effectiveness of 
multilateralism in an increasingly interdependent world for a strong and resilient 
recovery, with a special focus on the Middle East and Africa. In the spirit of 
multilateralism and inclusion, it brings together national, regional and international 
leaders from governments, multilateral and bilateral development organizations, civil 
society, think tanks, and the business sector. The discussion will set the scene for the 
forum by highlighting the role of the different stakeholders and touch upon important 
topics which will be discussed in further detail in subsequent plenary sessions. 

The onset of the COVID-19 pandemic has posed unprecedented challenges 
and has sharpened the attention of the international community on the global 
interdependence and the critical  role of collective action. It has created an opportunity 
to mobilize resources – monetary and  non-monetary – and has, in turn, highlighted 
the indispensable role of international cooperation in building back better. Now more 
than ever, there is a dire need for multi-stakeholder collaboration, with emphasis 
on the overarching goals of social and economic stability, shared prosperity, and 
environmental sustainability. In this paradigm, leveraging the comparative advantage 
of different stakeholders is a priority to deliver  on effective international cooperation 
in the post-COVID era. 

In times of crises, harnessing effective  partnerships with the civil society, private sector, 
international organizations and think tanks  is the only way to solving global cooperation 
challenges. An effective model for collective action is for each stakeholder to ensure 
the optimal utilization of available resources, strengthen mutual accountability, and 
aspire for sustainable impact. This new form of international cooperation facilitates 
knowledge-sharing, promotes agility and flexibility and denotes inclusive governance 
and economic equity. This is especially relevant in the current context when one 
considers the idea of “no one is safe until everyone is safe” in the post pandemic era. 
In that sense, development co-operation, South-South and Triangular cooperation 
should all be considered as complementary approaches to achieving desired goals, 
whether they be related to the 2030 Agenda or COVID-19 recovery plans.  



To that end, the panel discussion titled “Multilateralism and International 
Cooperation Post  Covid-19” aims to:

•  Identify the main features of an effective multilateral cooperation                  
framework to address the multidimensional crisis of the pandemic with its               
impacts on the health, social and economic conditions. 
•  Shed light on the role of the different stakeholders in the quest for a    
     revamped version of  development cooperation, as research and   development      
     efforts are shared across  borders towards more equitable development. 
•  Showcase novel ideas introduced by the international community during 
     2020 that promote effective international cooperation.
•  Address the main gaps in the global governance system and put forward   
     recommendations to enhance its efficiency. 
•  Explore how the principles of effective development cooperation can be 
     applied to ensure alignment between national development priorities, the   
     SDGs, and International Development Cooperation finance as a policy tool 
     for better allocation of resources. 
•  Identify the opportunities that emerged from the COVID-19 pandemic
     (in terms of institutional coordination, digital transformation, increased 
     budget allocations for social sectors) to accelerate progress towards
     the SDGs.

In attendance

Expected Outcome

•  National, regional and international policy makers 
•  Development partners 
•  Private sector companies 
•  Civil society organizations 
•  Think tanks 

The panel discussion will highlight main themes to guide the discussion of forum 
panels and set forth key policy recommendations regarding the way forward on 
multilateralism post COVID-19.


