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The main objective of the session is to explore opportunities across the African 
continent to harness the potential of the fast-paced technological advancements. 
It aims to discuss ways of promoting youth-led innovative solutions to achieve 
sustainable growth in support of the African Union’s ambitious agenda of digital 
transformation as well as the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
Recent figures show that the global digital economy is valued at around US$ 11.5 
trillion, equivalent to 15.5 percent of the world’s overall GDP and is expected to reach 
25 percent in less than a decade. This fast-growing momentum of digital technologies 
is reshaping business models, with important implications for the productivity of labor 
and capital, lowering transaction costs and increasing access to global markets. As 
such, the rise of the digital economy offers a unique opportunity for African countries 
to unlock new pathways for economic diversification, job creation, attracting new 
investments in various sectors and hence improving people’s livelihood. Africa, which 
is considered the youngest continent with 60% of its population under the age of 
25, can thus leverage the expansion of the digital economy to drive inclusive and 
sustainable growth that mainly addresses challenges encountered by the youth. 

The entrepreneurship ecosystem in Africa is growing and there is plenty of untapped 
growth prospects as well as market gaps that still need to be filled. The tech startup 
industry is booming, and its market growth is on the rise, which needs to be capitalized 
on. According to Partech, 347 African tech startups raised a total of USD 1.43 Billion 
in 359 equity rounds in 2020. Therefore, many African governments are adapting 
through the provision of suitable and agile public services to ensure the industry’s 
prosperity and provide a conducive business environment that is crucial for the tech 
sector’s growth.

Globally, innovation is ever-changing and large institutions (including companies and 
governments) are acknowledging the fact that tech startups are re-defining markets 
and disrupting whole industries. They are hence viewed as potential partners, by large 
companies and governments alike, to maximize their value proposition and socio-
economic impact. 

In this context, the workshop titled “The Demographic Divide: Youth and Innovation 
for Transforming Africa” provides a unique opportunity for participants to highlight 
needed policy reforms to create an enabling environment, improve regulations, 
upgrade infrastructure to facilitate digital transformation across Africa, increase 
access to finance and achieve the bold objective of connectivity for all. Young 
entrepreneurs will also share successful experiences of digital transformation projects 
that have facilitated economic activities and discuss opportunities to maximize the 
contribution of investments in supporting digital transformation.

Overview



•  Explore means to advance the continent’s youth-led innovative solutions. 
• Address how African youth can partake in the innovation leap witnessed 

across the globe, and how national entrepreneurship ecosystems in the African 
continent can collaborate towards this goal.

•   Identify the role of digital transformation and needed policy reforms to maximize 
the contribution of youth in the tech industry.

• Entrepreneurship Ecosystem Representatives: Startups, Investors, Innovation Hubs
• National, regional and international policy makers 
• Development partners 
• Private sector companies 
• Civil society organizations 
• Think tanks 

In Attendance

To that end, the workshop aims to:


